‘PERSONHOOD’ DENIED 


Petition to grant three elephants 
legal rights is denied by a judge. B2 


ALLEGED BULLYING 


Prep school to review anti-bullying 
policies in wake of teen’s suicide. Bl 


TOP STORIES OF 2017 


The longest fiscal standoff in state 
history comes in at No. 4. B1 


BITTER COLD *** 
Say. Wind chill to hit 
~ -10 degrees. A2, B1 
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CENTERS FOR DISEASE CONTROL AND PREVENTION 


Flu ‘Widespread’ In State 


355 Confirmed Cases the flu in Connecticut and a total of 144 people Prevention 
: , i were hospitalized with the virus through Dec. 16, 
144 Hospitalized, 3 Dead according to the most recent report from the 
state health department. That compares to 255 > State health officials 
By RUSSELL BLAIR confirmed cases and 98 hospitalizations a week urge residents to get the 
rblair@courant.com earlier. flu shot before flu season 


The Centers for Disease Control and Preven- 

Connecticut’s flu season is rapidly getting tion recently announced that Connecticut is 

worse, with three deaths attributed to the virus among 23 states with “widespread” flu activity, 

through the middle of December, according to which means the virus is prevalent in all corners 

statistics compiled by the state Department of of the state. The percentage of emergency room 
Public Health. 

There were 355 laboratory-confirmed cases of FLU, A4 


peaks in mid-January. 


> Stay home from work 
and school if you are sick 
to keep the virus from 
spreading. 


HARTFORD WORKS TO GET HOMELESS IN FROM COLD 
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LAUREN SCHNEIDERMAN | LSCHNEIDERMAN@COURANT.COM 


HARTFORD POLICE Officer Jim Barrett talks to Roy Cline, left, and Bryan Robinson, both chronically homeless, outside of State 
House Square on Wednesday. The city is working to help homeless people find a warm place to stay as temperatures plummet. 


DANGEROUS TEMPERATURES 


WARM REGARDS 


By VINNY VELLA 


vwvella@courant.com 


ryan Robinson 
just has to “stick 
it out for afew 
more weeks” 
until the state’s Department 
of Housing places him in an 
apartment after four years 
of homelessness. 

Unfortunately, this is one 
of those remaining weeks. 

With frigid weather 
forecast for at least the next 
week, city officials, the 
police and nonprofit groups 
are hustling to make sure 
there are safe 
accommodations for 
everyone in these 
inhospitable conditions. 

They’re working to help 
people like Robinson, who 
said he’s choosing to stay 
out of the city’s shelters and 
the crowds they bring. 
Instead, he’s been 


OFFICER JIM BARRETT gives Roy Cline gloves to keep his hands warm this winter. 
After spending a few days in a warming center, Cline was offered a bed at Open 
Hearth, a homeless shelter in Hartford. With temperatures set to dip below zero for 
several days in a row, city officials, the police and nonprofit groups are hustling to 
make sure there are safe accommodations for the city’s homeless people and that 
they have necessities for surviving in the cold weather like waterproof boots, wool 
socks, hats, gloves and hand warmers. 
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OVERHAUL BILL 


Causes 
Furor 


Residents Hoping 
To Prepay Could 
Be Out Of Luck 


By MIKAELA PORTER 


mmporter@courant.com 


Connecticut residents hoping to pay their 
property taxes early in an effort to get one 
last federal tax deduction have been flooding 
towns and cities with inquiries, but so far few 
municipalities have agreed to accept early 
payments on the July 2018 bills. 

The tax overhaul signed last week by 
President Donald Trump 
puts a new $10,000 limiton p IRS sets 
the amount of state and limited 
local taxes people can conditions for 
deduct from their income l 
when calculating their fed-  PrePayins 
eral tax liability. That new property taxes, 
cap could translate into a Stirring 
tax hike of hundreds or confusion. A8 
even thousands of dollars 
in mostly wealthier, high-tax states like 
Connecticut. 

People in some communities are trying to 
effectively delay that hike for a year by paying 
their 2018 taxes in advance, though it isn’t 
clear whether doing so will pay off. The new 
law bars deductions for income taxes paid 
early butis silent on prepaid property taxes. 

State residents can pay half their bills — 


PROPERTY, A4 


PLAN SCUTTLED 


Abandoned 
Autistic 
Man Back 
At Hospital 


Group Home Operator 
Returns Him To ER 


By JOSH KOVNER 


jkovner@courant.com 


The young autistic man picked up from 
the Manchester Memorial Hospital emer- 
gency room on Friday by a group home 
operator under contract with the state has 
been dropped back at the hospital and state 
officials were scrambling to find another 
placement for him, The Courant learned 
Wednesday afternoon. 

With the exception of about two weeks, 
the 2lyear-old man, who also has an 
intellectual disability, has languished at the 
hospital since July, and the doctors and 
nurses are at their wit’s end, according to the 
advocacy group Disability Rights Ct of 
Hartford. The young man’s parents had 
abandoned him at the hospital. 


HOMELESS, A4 MANCHESTER, A5 
Millions Cut Cord 10 Best Things Trump AAC Conference Play Puff Pastry Impresses 
Millennials aren't the only ones Has Done In 2017 The UConn men have a chance to hit On New Year’s Eve 
cutting the cord on cable as television Here are 10 things the president has the reset button as AAC play gets Try puff pastry — İn dessert form or as 
streaming becomes mainstream. done right so far, according to Marc underway vs. Wichita State Saturday a savory nibble, like carrot Wellington 
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December 20-31 (Wed - Sun) 


YEAR-END FLOORING CLEARANCE Wood-Look 


Laminate Flooring | waterproof Flooring | & Bamboo Flooring 


55+ Be 285+ 
S JA L fe Varieties 04 Varieties 


1-800-HARDWOOD | lumberliquidators.com 


Prefinished Hardwood Special YEAR END 


CLEARANCE Financing 
Available! 


See store for details. 


